[Comparative evaluation of the black foam film method for determining lung surfactant maturity in the newborn infant].
The present study evaluates a recently introduced method of black foam film (BFF) for determination of lung maturity, adapted for examination of nasopharyngeal aspirate (NFA) in the newborn and as well as to discover its diagnostic value by clinical verification and comparison with the method of total phospholipids (TPL) and with the ratio of lecithin/sphingomyelin (L/S). Comparing the results, obtained by the various methods, it was found that the capability of NFA of the newborn children to form BFF reflected the content of TPL and the ratio of L/S. The good correlation with the clinical state respectively with respiratory function of the examined children indicates the possibility that the method of BFF could be used for postnatal evaluation of lung maturity.